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Society: Minutes of the Directors Meeting

MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS MEETING,
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
December 7, 1963
The officers and directors of the Florida Historical Society
met in the headquarters of the Society, the Library of the University of South Florida, at 9:30 a.m., December 7, 1963, with
Dr. Frank Sessa presiding. Others present were: Charles Arnade,
Rembert W. Patrick, Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., Ben C. Willis,
Adam G. Adams, Ernest Jernigan, James R. Knott, Lucius S.
Ruder, E. M. Covington, William M. Goza, Walter B. Hellier,
Mrs. Ralph Davis, Margaret Chapman, and Thelma Peters. Dr.
John Allen, president of the University of South Florida, welcomed the board members and expressed his pleasure at having
the Society headquarters on his campus.
The minutes of the directors’ meeting, held at the time of
the annual meeting in Sarasota in May, 1963, were not read
since they had previously been circularized among the directors
and published in the October, 1963, Florida Historical Quarterly.
There was general discussion of the recent change of name
from Cape Canaveral to Cape Kennedy. Mr. Goza moved that
the directors go on record as approving the name, John F. Kennedy Space Center, for the facilities of the Launch Operations
Center of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
and the facilities of the Atlantic Missile Range, but as opposing
the geographical renaming of the cape itself and that a committee be appointed to frame the position the Society should take
in the future concerning changes in Florida place-names. The
motion was seconded by Judge Knott. In the discussion which
followed, Dr. Arnade pointed out that many names had been
changed in the past, some good names lost, and some, like Cowford were changed for the better. A vote was called for and the
motion carried with Dr. Doherty voting against it and Miss Chapman and Dr. Arnade abstaining. Dr. Sessa appointed Mr. Goza,
Judge Knott, and Dr. Patrick to the committee called for by the
above motion.
The report of the committee for future action of the Society
appointed at the May 2 directors’ meeting and consisting of Mr.
[ 398 ]
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Adams, chairman, and Mr. Goza, Dr. Arnade, Dr. Patrick, and
Dr. Sessa was given by Dr. Sessa. The recommendations of the
committee were:
1. that the Society put out a news letter between issues of
the Quarterly so as to keep the membership informed of
activities affecting the Society;
2. that the Society ask the State Board of Public Instruction
to purchase the Quarterly for each public school in the
state (about 2,000);
3. that the Constitution be amended to lengthen the term
of directors, and that the state be divided into regions
with a director from each region so as to achieve a better
integration in the state;
4. that the Society seek more and better publicity;
5. that the president be allowed travel expenses so that he
can attend meetings and other events where such attendance gives prestige to the Society;
6. that the duties of the executive-secretary be clarified;
7. that the Society give certificates of merit to worthwhile
achievements in the writing of articles and books on Florida history, the recipients of these awards to be decided
by a committee.
Mr. Willis moved that the directors approve in principle a
supplemental news letter to be sent to members if and when the
president finds this feasible. Dr. Doherty seconded the motion
and it was carried unanimously. Dr. Arnade suggested that Florida State University might take responsibility for the letter. Allen
Morris was named as a possible writer of the letter.
Mr. Goza moved that we approve in principle the suggestion
of attempting to interest the State Board of Public Instruction in
purchasing copies of the Quarterly for each public school; if
this is unsuccessful to try to get legislative approval for this. Dr.
Arnade seconded the motion and the motion carried.
Dr. Patrick moved that we approve in principle the suggestion
for amending the constitution proposed by Mr. Adams’ committee and that the work of preparing such amendments be turned
over to the constitution and by-laws committee (chairman,
Mr. Goza) to be reported on at the next meeting of the directors.
Dr. Arnade seconded the motion and the motion carried.
Mr. Covington moved that the president be allowed up to
$300 a year for travel when representing the Society, the presi-
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dent to file a report at the end of the year as to how the travel
funds were used. Mr. Goza offered an amendment to this motion,
that $150 be allowed for travel for the president for the remainder of this fiscal year-which ends April 1, 1964. The motion
as amended was seconded and carried.
The role of the executive-secretary was discussed and generally agreed upon. Miss Chapman requested that she be kept informed of Society activities. Dr. Doherty moved that Miss Chapman be authorized to spend $200 for binding. Mrs. Davis seconded the motion and the motion was carried.
Dr. Arnade moved that an awards committee be appointed
to give certificates of merit for worthy publications in the field
of Florida history. Mr. Adams seconded the motion and the
motion carried.
Mrs. Davis moved that Mr. Adams’ committee, the committee
for future action, be continued as a standing committee. Miss
Chapman seconded the motion and the motion carried.
Dr. Patrick reported on the disposition of artifacts owned by
the Society and once stored at the University of Florida. Most of
these have been placed in the state museum in Gainesville. A
worm-eaten desk was sold for $20.
Mr. Goza suggested that we file a copy of our charter and
constitution with the secretary of state and that we re-incorporate
under a recently-passed law providing for non-profit corporations.
Miss Chapman moved that the Society re-incorporate and that we
do so with the present constitution unchanged, leaving changes
to the annual meeting. The motion was seconded and carried.
It was announced that three of our members, Dr. Patrick,
Dr. Doherty, and Dr. Samuel Proctor, had been appointed to the
publications committee of the St. Augustine Quadricentennial
Commission.
Dr. Doherty reported on the publication of the Quarterly. He
said that other duties had forced him to resign the editorship effective July 1, 1964. He nominated Dr. Samuel Proctor to succeed him. The University of Florida will continue to support this
position by giving the editor released time, student assistants, office space, postage and other expenses (in value between $8,000
and $10,000 per year) as long as the editor is from the University of Florida staff. Dr. Arnade seconded the nomination. Miss
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Chapman moved that the nominations close. The motion was seconded and carried. Judge Knott moved that the secretary cast an
unanimous ballot for Dr. Proctor as the next editor of the Quarterly. Mr. Goza seconded the motion and the motion carried.
Dr. Patrick reported that 302 copies of his book, Aristocrat
in Uniform, subsidized by Duncan L. Clinch, had been sold and
that the University of Florida Press owed the Society $833.98 as
of October 1, 1963, this representing 75% of the sale value of
the 302 books. This money goes into the Julien Yonge Fund
and the other 25% to the University of Florida Press. Dr. Patrick suggested that the Society might want to subsidize publications of books in the future using the Julien Yonge Fund for this
purpose, royalties to be returned to the Fund. It was suggested
that a manuscript by John Bemrose, Reminiscences of the Seminole War, recently edited by Dr. John K. Mahon, be considered
for publication in this manner. Miss Chapman reminded the
directors that Dr. Patrick had written the Clinch biography “out
of the goodness of his heart,” receiving no remuneration for it.
She suggested that the Society’s name should always be included
in each publication sponsored by the Julien Yonge Fund.
Mr. Goza announced that a member of the Society, Frank
Laumer, has made a careful study of the Old Fort King Road
and that beginning December 16, Mr. Laumer intends to hike
the sixty miles from Ft. Brooks to the massacre site. If there are
any members of the Society who would like to accompany him
they may do so. Judge Knott said some boy scout troops might
be interested in joining this hike. Mr. Goza moved that we take
note of Mr. Laumer’s mapping of this historic route and that we
accord him the support of the Society. Dr. Arnade seconded the
motion and the motion carried.
Mr. Hellier was asked by Dr. Sessa to check on a proposed
“museum of marine archeology for preserving ship wrecks” to be
located near Jupiter and to report back at the next meeting.
Dr. Patrick moved that a letter of commendation be sent by
the executive-secretary, representing the Society, to Dr. Merlin
Cox of Daytona Beach Junior College for his excellent Florida
history series on ETV. Dr. Arnade seconded the motion and the
motion carried.
Dr. Sessa commended Mr. Goza for his activity as membership chairman in adding ninety-five new members this year. Mr.
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Goza sends a letter of welcome to each new member and urges
each to get another member. Miss Chapman who also sends a
letter and membership card to each new member.
Miss Chapman announced that the Society had on deposit
$12,612.98 and also owned some United Gas Company bonds.
Each issue of the Quarterly costs about $1,000. Miss Chapman
said there is considerable demand for reprints of the Quarterly.
We could turn reprinting over to a company such as the Kraus
Reprint Company and get back a 10% royalty or we could make
photographic copies and handle these ourselves. Dr. Doherty
moved that a consideration of the best method for reprinting be
turned over to the publications committee for study.
Miss Chapman said she had a request from Robert B. Sutton
of Ohio State University for the names of three non-professional
Florida historians. The directors authorized Miss Chapman to
send to Mr. Sutton the names of Judge Knott, Mr. Willis, and
Mr. Adams.
The directors agreed to ask Dr. Merlin Cox of Daytona Beach
Junior College to serve as judge of the Florida history essay contest this year.
Judge Knott raised the question of advertising in the Quarterly, saying that other historical publications used it. Miss Chapman pointed out the difficulty of finding an advertising manager.
No action was taken.
Dr. Sessa thanked everyone for coming and said we would
meet next in Miami at the time of the annual meeting in May.
The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Thelma Peters
Recording Secretary
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